
There’s a chance we could lose Keswick forever  
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JUST short of a year after Chinese investors bought the 99-year lease for Keswick Island off Mackay's 
coastline, access issues arose.  

The Daily Mercury has been highlighting the situation on Keswick Island ever since, first noting signs at 
local gem Basil Bay illegally trying to restrict public access in March.  

Developer China Bloom put up a sign prohibiting boats from accessing the popular bay, arguing it wanted a 
safe and hazard-free swimming area for guests and residents.  

   

 
The sign at Basil Bay, installed by China Bloom. Picture: Contributed  



However, after the Department of Natural Resources questioned the developers, they agreed to remove the 
signage.  

The government department, responsible for regulating land and water resources in the state, said China 
Bloom did not hold a lease over any of Basil Bay below the high water mark and the bay was for public use.  

The result was a victory for the region's tourism industry, which relies heavily on the public's access to 
nearby islands.  

A new full-time tour to islands off Mackay - including Keswick - is expected to attract thousands of tourists 
and precious tourism dollars once it begins in mid-2021.  

But again in July, the Mercury reported how frustrated residents on Keswick were restricted from accessing 
their homes.  

 
Locals are fighting the Chinese lessees of Keswick Island. Photo: Pauly Vella  

They argued China Bloom had forced them to fill out forms to access their own homes.  

One resident handed the State Government a 250-page report, which he claimed was filled with information 
about China Bloom's alleged breaches of the Head Lease.  

They claimed other areas of the island had been closed off to them, property values had dipped "incredibly" 
and tourists and visitors to the island had dropped considerably.  

China Bloom did not return Daily Mercury calls for comment.  

But a Department of Natural Resources Mines and Energy spokesman said it understood China Bloom was 
keeping a register of persons who were on the island at any one time as part of its safety management 
controls, for example, in the case of a bushfire.  

   



 
Keswick Island. Photo: Contributed  

About 80 per cent of the island is national park and the corporate structure now means China Bloom has the 
head lease over the remaining residential and commercial precincts, making local residents sub-lessees.  

Again in November, we reported arbitration was the next step in the battle for residents.  

But now, national media outlets have their eyes on the once idyllic tropical paradise.  

Sky News presenter Peter Gleeson wrote a powerful piece for the Courier Mail arguing new Palaszczuk 
minister Meaghan Scanlon should intervene and sort this out for Queenslanders who want their slice of 
paradise protected.  

Whistleblowers, he said, told him residents were denied the opportunity to use their homes as AirBnBs, 
small businesses were denied approval to operate, beaches were blocked, visitors were harassed, and even 
long-term renters of Aboriginal descent were being slugged with a $100,000 bond if they want to buy a 
home.  

He too found his questions went unanswered before deadline.  



 
Basil Bay, Keswick Island. Photo: Mark Fitz Photography  

A Current Affair has also highlighted the issue in the past week, with residents saying renters have been 
forced to leave the island and even the national park now has a gate with a lock to keep people out.  

One resident said he felt like Daryl Kerrigan from the Castle fighting a David and Goliath battle.  

Another says she fears the ultimate goal is to preserve the island solely for the Chinese tourist markets, 
making it lost to Mackay and Australians forever.  

Now news.com.au have shone a light on plans to develop a tourist resort for 3000 people with no help from 
authorities over the access issues and restrictions on renters.  

They too failed to get a response from China Bloom.  

With diplomatic tension between China and Australia increasing almost daily, it's no surprise national media 
outlets have taken up the fight for these residents.  

But the lack of response from the China Bloom, or its Australian agents Greaton, is concerning.  

Are they not responding because resident fears are spot on?  

Are we about to lose a slice of paradise off our coastline to a northern neighbour already trying to undermine 
our country and legitimise its own wrongdoings by highlighting our war crime shame?  

While we face the embarrassment of what our soldiers are alleged to have done in Afghanistan, a Chinese 
foreign ministry spokesman fanned the flames when he posted a staged image of a man dressed as an 
Australian soldier holding a bloody knife to an Afghan child's throat.  

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has called repugnant and sought an apology while China has labelled the 
response to the tweet an over-reaction.  



As I don't have a boat and I'm yet to explore the South Cumberland islands, I fear I will never view this 
source of Mackay pride.  

Future generations could fall victim to this brewing tension and this island feud could be symbolic of wider 
issues at play.  

If the lease arrangement has been breached as residents alleged, authorities should step in to right any 
wrongs before it's too late.  

There's a chance we could lose Keswick to locals forever.  

 


