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Queensland law a toothless tiger 
for Keswick residents 

Less than five months after they tried to restrict public access to a popular beach, 
Chinese company, China Bloom, is now restricting access to hard working Aussies 
who have poured their savings into Keswick Island according to Shadow Minister for 
Natural Resources and Mines, Dale Last. 

After meeting with residents of the island, Mr Last has issued an ultimatum to the 
Queensland government; “fix it or the feds will”. 

“Keswick Island is becoming another version of the Spratly Islands but this time its 
26km off the Queensland Coast,” Mr Last said.  “The world has condemned China 
for imposing their rule in the South China Sea by taking over the Spratly Islands and 
there is no way on earth I will stand by and watch the same thing happen at Keswick 
Island.” 

“Back in March, China Bloom tried to close beaches on Keswick to the public and 
now they are restricting access to Australians who have invested in the island.  For 
many of those people, it’s their life’s savings and this foreign company is basically 
holding them to ransom.” 

“Obviously, China Bloom think they are exempt from Queensland and Australian law 
and I will not stand by and see our residents treated with such contempt.” 

“China Bloom needs to be held to account because what we are seeing now is 
neglect of access points like the boat ramp and, basically, draconian restrictions 
being placed on Australians who want to enjoy the homes and land that they have 
purchased.” 

“Last time I looked on the map, Keswick Island was a part of Australia; not China.” 

Mr Last said many conditions of the Head Lease were being ignored, that there was 
evidence of environmental damage on the island and that Keswick Island will benefit 
from a strong local candidate going into bat for them rather than being ignored by 
Brisbane. 

“This sort of thing shouldn’t happen in Australia, let alone Queensland, and the 
residents are fortunate to have someone of Amanda’s calibre on their side,” Mr Last 
said. 

“The Queensland Government has let these residents down and I am giving them 
ten (10) days to meet with the residents and China Bloom on the island and sort this 
mess out.” 
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“The long and short of it is that these families have been let down by the Labor state 
government.  Minister Lynham (Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy) 
should hang his head in shame over this debacle.” 

LNP Candidate for Whitsunday, Amanda Camm, said she would stand up for the 
residents and investors of Keswick Island because that was what their local MP 
should do. 

“This issue is about people’s rights and it’s about the opportunities that Keswick 
Island provides for tourism in the Mackay area,” Ms Camm said.  “My commitment to 
people is that I will be a strong voice and advocate for them and that is a 
commitment I proudly stand by.” 

Both Mr Last and Ms Camm said they would do ‘whatever is necessary’ to help get 
the issues addressed for the residents and to ensure Keswick Island remained a 
jewel of the region. 

“China Bloom may think DNRME is a toothless tiger,” Mr Last said. “But if Anthony 
Lynham and Leanne Enoch (Queensland Environment Minister) don’t make some 
serious progress in the next 10 days, they can look forward to one hell of an uproar 
from the residents of Keswick Island.” 
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